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Non-Numismatic  Books  as  Sources  of  Reference 
Dr.  Frances  Gardiner  Davenport 

John  J.  Ford,  Jr 

As  recorded  8/14/1992  at  the  N.B.S.  General  Meeting  in  Orlando  and  transcribed  by  the  editor 

There  have  been 
many  articles  written 
about  numismatic 
authors.  We  all  know 
about  S.  S.  Crosby,  J.  W. 

Haseltine,  Edgar  H. 

Adams,  Lyman  Haines 
Low.  We  certainly  know 
about  current  day  authors 
such  as  Dave  Bowers, 

Michael  Hodder,  Bob 
Julian,  and  Eric  Newman. 

Well,  I have  a numismatic 
author  that  you  have 
probably  never  heard  of. 

It’s  a lady;  her  name  was 
Frances  Gardiner  Daven- 
port. She  was  born  in 
1870  and  died  in  1927. 

Dr.  Davenport  or  Miss 
Davenport  (she  never 
married)  died  at  an  early 
age.  She  was  only  57,  and 
her  passing  was  a 
tremendous  loss  to 
American  historians  and, 

I believe,  indirectly  to 
numismatists.  She  was  a guiding  force,  a motivating  factor,  in  what  I call 
secondary  numismatic  books,  works  that  are  not  particularly  on  numismatics, 
but  which  are  tremendously  relevant  to  our  interests.  To  make  this  clear,  let 
me  go  back  to  the  beginning.  I am  a collector,  along  with  my  friend  John 
Adams  and  a few  other  misguided  people,  of  the  series  known  in  the  trade  as 
"Betts  Medals."  "Betts  Medals"  are  medals  relating  to  the  Americas  made 
contemporaneously  from  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  to  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  in  1783,  which  ended  the  American  Revolutionary  War.  These  medals 
were  principally  struck  by  European  powers  in  their  constant  struggle  for 
domination  in  the  new  world.  They  commemorated  battles,  peace  treaties, 
individuals,  and  events  of  many  kinds.  The  series  gets  its  name  from  Charles 
Wyllys  Betts,  who  spent  his  entire  lifetime  gathering  information  and  who  died 
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without  publishing  anything  of  real  consequence.  In  that  regard,  at  least,  he  is 
undoubtedly  my  personal  mentor. 

I,  unfortunately,  am  a perfectionist,  similar  to  my  friend  Jack  Collins. 
I get  great  pleasure  from  studying  and  collecting.  I also  get  chewed  out  by  my 
friends  and  colleagues,  like  John  Adams  and  Mike  Hodder  (among  others)  to 
get  some  of  my  research  on  paper,  which  I have  long  intended.  I’ve  got  to  do 
it.  Iam  just  going  to  have  to  take  the  phone  off  the  hook  or  take  it  off  the  wall 
and  throw  it  away.  In  any  event,  fifty  years  ago,  as  you  are  presumably  tired  of 
hearing,  I was  a full  time  employee  of  Stacks  then  located  on  46th  St.  in  New 
York  City.  They  paid  me  $18.00  a week  and  they  bought  my  lunch.  I was  given 
the  job  of  attributing  and  cataloguing  anything  the  Stacks  brothers  were  not 
really  familiar  with.  And  that  covered  almost  the  entire  American  numismatic 
series.  One  of  the  principal  unfamiliar  candidates  was  a series  of  medals  which 
nobody  knew  much  about,  one  that  no  one  gave  a damn  about.  These 
happened  to  be  "Betts  Medals."  The  first  one  I remember  was  a Dutch  piece 
with  a ship  on  it.  When  I showed  it  to  J.  B.  Stack  and  expressed  interest  in  it, 
he  said  "Johnny  take  it  for  750."  Obviously  I didn’t  have  much  money,  but 
anything  at  750  was  a good  deal,  then  as  now.  Besides  I always  liked  history. 
So  I started  collecting  these  medals  a half  century  ago. 

During  my  employment  (November  1941  to  December  1942)  the  Stack 
brothers  sent  me  to  Philadelphia  to  cherry  pick  Ella  Wright.  Miss  Wright  was 
an  elderly,  kind  lady  who  had  been  Henry  Chapman’s  secretary  for  many  years 
and  who  was  trying  to  run  the  business  following  his  death  in  1935.  She  had  a 
tremendous  pile  of  interesting  material;  all  the  regular  United  States  coins  - half 
cents  to  silver  dollars  were  just  about  gone,  but  many  of  the  colonials,  tokens 
and  medals  were  still  there.  I was  well  versed,  well  relatively  well  versed  in  the 
odd  ball  series;  I mean  for  an  18  year  old  kid;  how  well  versed  can  you  be? 
The  main  reason  I was  knowledgeable  to  any  extent  is  that  Stacks  had  a library. 
They  even  had  a librarian,  can  you  believe  that!  Well,  that  was  because  Mrs  Ed 
May,  the  wife  of  their  foreign  coin  guy,  needed  a job.  She  had  little  else  to  do, 
so  she  rearranged  and  dusted  the  books  all  day  long.  She  was  a very  nice  lady, 
and  very,  very  helpful  to  me.  Mrs  May  would  give  me  a book  to  study  every 
other  day.  I had  a 50  minute  commute  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad  from  New 
York  City  to  suburban  Rockville  Centre,  so  I would  take  a book  home  most 
nights  and  read  most  of  it  and  get  familiar  with  the  rest  of  it  on  the  train.  I 
started  with  U.S.  19th  century  auction  catalogues.  I remember  well  the  Clay 
Sale  which  was  so  interesting,  I forgot  to  change  trains  at  Jamaica.  The  train 
I took  that  one  particular  winter  evening  had  a change  to  Rockville  Centre  in 
Jamaica,  and,  if  you  stayed  on,  you  went  to  Long  Beach,  which  was  about  eight 
miles  from  where  I lived.  Since  I was  so  absorbed  in  the  Clay  Sale  catalogue, 

I forgot  to  change,  and  I ended  up  in  a town  right  before  Long  Beach.  As  I 
had  only  40  in  my  pocket,  I had  to  ask  for  a nickel  here  and  a dime  there  to  get 
bus  fare  back  to  Rockville  Centre.  But  that’s  how  immersed  I got  into  these 
auction  catalogues  and  books.  So  my  early  experiences  with  numismatic 
literature  were  in  reading  a book  or  two  a week  on  the  Long  Island  Railroad 
commuting  to  and  from  work.  I think  that  Edgar  H.  Adams  California  Gold 
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Coinage  took  three  days 
or  six  commutation  trips 
which  was  about  five 
hours  of  actual  reading 
time. 

In  any  event,  I 
started  collecting  Betts 
Medals  in  1942,  and  I 
have  been  collecting  them 
ever  since.  There  are  600 
or  so  medals  in  the  series; 

I forget  the  exact  number. 

This  includes  the  Admiral 
Vernon  medals  and  the 
Proclamations.  The  total 
has  to  exceed  600  pieces. 

John  Adams  became  a 
convert  ten  years  ago; 

Dick  Margolis,  Lucien 
LaRiviere  and  others  are 
also  interested  in  "Betts 
Medals."  Last  Fall,  our 
interests  broadened. 

Michael  Hodder  and  I 
simultaneously  discovered 
a set  of  books  consisting 
of  four  volumes, 

European  Treaties  Bearing  on  the  History  of  the  United  States  and  its 
Dependencies.  These  were  published  by  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington 
as  part  of  their  Publications  of  the  Department  of  Historical  Research.  The  set 
was  for  people  particularly  those  in  universities  who  wanted  to  learn  pre 
Revolutionary  American  diplomatic  history.  This  particular  set  of  four  volumes 
was  Carnegie  Publication  Ne  254.  The  first  volume  appeared  in  1917,  the  second 
in  1928,  the  third  volume  in  1934,  the  last  in  1937.  Dr.  Davenport  died  (of 
cancer)  in  1927  as  I mentioned  earlier.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  magnitude 
of  her  work,  she  spent  twenty-three  years  to  write  two  volumes,  the  second  of 
which  was  so  compre-hensive  and  complex  that  they  broke  it  into  two  separate 
books  (for  a total  of  three).  23  years!  To  appreciate  this,  you  have  to 
remember  that  Dave  Bowers  knocks  out  a creditable  book  in  23  days.  The 
problem  was  that  Dr.  Davenport  was  a late  starter.  She  obtained  a PHD  in 
Chicago  in  1904  when  she  was  34  years  old.  The  lady  had  to  learn  German, 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  - she  already  knew  French  - to  be  able  to  handle  the 
various  treaties.  She  also  had  to  be  involved  with  Latin  which  was  not  too  bad 
as  she  was  well  versed  with  French  and  Spanish.  She  had  to  learn  to  be  fluent 
not  only  in  present  day,  which  means  early  this  century,  but  in  the  archaic  forms 
of  the  languages.  She  had  to  differentiate  between  the  Gregorian  and  Julian 


European  Treaties  bearing  on  the  History 
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to  1648 

EDITED  BY 

FRANCES  GARDINER  DAVENPORT 


WASHINGTON,  D.  C. 

Publishes  by  the  Carnegie  Institution  or  Washington 
191? 


6 


The  Asylum 


calendars.  That  was  the  most  complicated  mess  in  her  efforts  because  one  half 
of  Europe  had  one  calendar,  and  the  other  half  had  the  other.  The  only  reason 
this  continued  and  took  such  a long  time  to  resolve  was  the  religious  factor. 
The  Catholic  nations  wanted  to  stick  with  the  newer  version,  the  Julian 
reckoning,  and  the  Protestants,  who  wouldn’t  do  anything  the  Catholics  did, 
stuck  with  the  Gregorian.  Russia  was  the  last  one  to  catch  up,  and  that  was  in 
1815.  She  not  only  annualized  these  treaties,  the  ratifications,  the  personalities, 
she  wrote  a comprehensive  explanation  of  what  was  going  on.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  complicated  all  this  must  have  been  (and  still  is). 

So  I obtain  a set  of  the  Davenport  books  and  I think  immediately  of  C. 
Wyllys  Betts,  whose  work  was  published  posthumously  in  1894,  by  J.  W.  Scott. 
As  I said  earlier,  Betts  never  published  anything  during  his  lifetime.  He 
gathered  all  of  his  information  and  then  died,  with  everything  in  note  and 
manuscript  form.  His  brother,  Frederick  H.  Betts,  with  the  assistance  of  W.  T. 
R.  Marvin,  the  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  and  Lyman  H. 
Low  put  the  material  together  for  publication.  They  did  a great  job,  and  as 
Betts  had  done  such  a great  job  of  gathering  the  information,  the  book  is  still 
the  standard  text  today,  nearly  100  years  later.  As  I said,  it  described  over  600 
medals.  To  my  knowledge,  C.  Wyllys  Betts  never  went  to  Europe.  If  you 
visited  Europe  during  his  life  time,  it  was  easily  a twelve  to  fifteen  day  trip  by 
ship,  and  if  you  wanted  to  go  from,  say  Leipzig  to  Berlin,  it  was  an  overnight 
deal.  It  was  simply  a time  intensive  proposition.  Then  when  you  got  there,  if 
you  could  locate  the  various  documents,  they  would  be  in  Latin  or  something 
else.  So  therefore,  for  all  the  peace  treaties  prior  to  1783,  with  a few 
exceptions,  the  Betts  book  does  not  concern  itself  with  the  corresponding 
medals.  And  these  medals  are  extraordinarily  pertinent.  For  years  I have  seen 
such  medals  in  auction  catalogues  from  time  to  time  and  paid  no  attention  to 
them.  Yet  they  are  now  shown  to  be  extraordinarily  important  if  you  are  going 
to  collect  American  colonial  history  illustrated  by  contemporary  medals,  which 
is  the  technical  title  of  the  C.W.  Betts  book.  If  you  add  the  medals  that  I am 
now  aware  of  to  the  Betts  series,  I,  at  my  advanced  age,  have  probably  at  least 
another  600  "new"  medals  to  look  for.  Most  of  which  are  held  in  high  esteem 
by  our  European  friends,  and  they  are  not  easy  to  find  as  John  Adams  and  I are 
finding  out. 

For  instance,  The  Treaty  of  Breda,  as  finalized  in  July  and  August, 
1667,  was  a complicated  deal  but  the  guts  of  it  were  between  the  Dutch  and 
British  with  strong  French  ramifications.  Louis  always  seemed  to  have  his 
hands  in  everything.  That’s  "Louis  the  Magnificent"  or  Louis  Quatorze.  The 
Treaty  of  Breda  essentially  gave  New  York  to  the  British  from  the  Dutch, 
Arcadia  to  the  French  from  the  British,  and  Martinique  from  the  French  to  the 
Dutch  or  vice  versa.  It  involves  the  Americas  to  a great  deal,  and  for  years  I 
saw  Treaty  of  Breda  medals  come  and  go  and  did  not  realize  that  they  had  any 
direct  connection  with  America. 

This  past  May  I purchased  a silver  medal  commemorating  a situation 
that  I found  amusing.  This  was  a piece  originally  in  the  Duke  of 
Northumberland  Collection  sold  by  Sotheby’s  in  1980  (12/3/1980).  The  Duke 
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died  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Apparently  he  owned  one  of 
those  big  manor  houses  of  the  type  that  has  been  passed  down  through  history 
to  the  heirs  and  descendants.  Finally  we  arrive  at  the  point  in  time  where  the 
guy  who  currently  lives  in  the  manor  house  can’t  afford  to  live  in  it,  even  if  he 
moves  tourists  through  it  twenty  four  hours  a day  at  three  pounds  a head.  You 
just  can’t  maintain  such  houses;  they’re  nearly  300  years  old  and  falling  apart. 
So  they  start  by  selling  off  artwork,  then  everything  else  from  the  original  Duke 
of  Northumberland’s  collections.  The  Duke  has  been  dead  for  230-240  years, 
and  they  didn’t  get  to  the  medals  until  1980.  Since  he  quit  collecting  in  1746, 
most  of  the  stuff  he  had  is  original  and  pretty  nice.  This  is  particularly  true 
since  nobody  ever  bothered  looking  at  the  medals  for  200  years.  One  of  the 
silver  medals  in  the  sale  in  1980  (one  I recently  obtained)  was  Louis  XIV  facing 
to  the  right  - it  was  about  a 2V2"  medal.  Louis,  by  the  time  this  medal  was 
actually  made  (1679),  didn’t  put  Louis  the  Fourteenth  on  medals  any  more,  he 
just  put  Louis  Magnus,  or  Louis  the  Magnificent.  He  was  really  quite  a modest 
guy.  On  the  reverse  of  the  medal  I purchased,  the  work  of  one  Levin 
Zernemann,  there  is  a pastoral  scene  with  cattle  and  doves  together  with  a 
herald  flying  above  displaying  a scroll  proclaiming  "Of  peace  and  the  man  I 
sing"  meaning  Louis  brings  peace  to  the  world.  Now  this  guy  has  to  be  one  of 
the  biggest  PR  men  in  history.  The  medal  was  made  in  Germany;  I later 
ascertained  that  the  only  other  known  specimen  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale  in  Paris.  Now  this  medal  was  resold  this  year  by 
Sotheby’s  and  they  had  no  idea  what  it  really  commemorated,  although  they  did 
know  it  has  something  to  do  with  the  Treaties  of  Nymwegen  (1678-79).  (The 
original  ticket  was  with  the  medal  which  identified  the  1678  treaty.)  The  first 
Treaty  of  Nymwegen,  between  France  and  the  United  Netherlands,  signed  on 
August  10,  1678,  provided  that  each  party  should  retain  any  place  in  the  world, 
the  places  then  in  its  possession.  Medals  commemorating  this  treaty  of  course 
pertain  to  the  Americas.  However,  my  Northumberland  medal  commemorates 
the  "act  for  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  America,  concluded  between  France 
and  Brandenberg  at  Nymwegen  in  May  1679."  My  original  thought  was  what 
does  the  Elector  of  Brandenberg  have  to  do  with  Louis  XIV.  And  you’re 
wondering  what  does  this  have  to  do  with  America.  Well,  Dr.  Davenport  bailed 
me  out.  Brandenberg  was  at  war  with  France  and  Sweeden.  The  Elector, 
Frederick  William,  was  forced  by  Louis  XIV  to  give  back  Pomerania  to  Sweden. 
An  armistice  was  signed.  However,  the  Elector  wanted  to  get  even  with  Louis 
Magnus.  He  had  two  Dutch  frigates  outfitted  and  sent  to  American  waters  to 
attack  French  shipping.  The  French  king  sent  a squadron  to  take  or  sink  the 
Brandenberg  frigates.  Before  the  armistice  was  broken  in  the  West  Indes  or  on 
the  Atlantic  coast,  the  two  rulers  got  together.  Louis  XIV  (Magnus) 
subsequently  proclaimed  himself  a great  peacemaker,  as  my  Northumberland 
medal  illustrates.  There  were  several  different  medals  made  commemorating 
the  1679  Treaty  of  Nymwegen,  and  all  are  extreme  rarities.  All  that  I am  aware 
of  convey  the  message  that  Louis  brought  peace  to  the  world  because  he  was 
the  benefactor  of  mankind  and  a nice  guy.  He  was  probably  neither.  This  is 
why  history  fascinates  me.  And  here  I have  at  this  stage  of  my  life  a whole  new 
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series  of  medals  to  collect.  But  most  of  these,  thank  God,  were  in  Collection 
Le  Maistre.  Pax  In  Nummis  published  by  Schulman  in  1912.  This  was  the 
collection  of  a man  who  collected  nothing  but  medals  relating  to  peace  treaties. 
And  since  we  are  talking  about  treaties  and  their  ramifications,  Pax  in  Nummis 
is  an  excellent  source  for  detailed  descriptions  of  the  medals  (in  French).  The 
collection  is  by  no  means  complete;  it  was  lacking  the  two  1679  Nymwegen 
pieces  in  the  Northumberland  collection  that  I obtained,  but  it  is  a really  good 
start  as  it  is  probably  80-90%  complete. 

So  this  was  the  whole  purpose  of  telling  you  about  Dr.  Davenport  and 
the  three  books  that  were  probably  her  life’s  work.  The  books  were  originally 
published  by  Carnegie  in  an  edition  of  200-250  copies  as  they  assumed  that  they 
had  a very  limited  market.  The  publication  of  course  was  widely  distributed, 
and  when  out  of  print,  became  rare.  It  was  then  reprinted  by  a guy  by  the 
name  of  Peter  Smith.  The  Smith  firm  recently  sent  six  sets  to  an  intellectually 
oriented  surplus  house  (which  shall  remain  anonymous)  where  Mike  Hodder 
and  I found  them.  Hodder,  Adams  and  I have  three  of  the  sets.  The  other 
three  went  somewhere  else.  So  I called  up  the  Peter  Smith  people  and  said 
what’s  the  story  with  these  books.  They  replied  that  they  had  something  like  22 
of  Volume  II,  34  of  Volume  III,  and  40  of  Volume  IV,  but  only  6 of  Volume 
I.  The  reason  for  the  lack  of  copies  of  Volume  I was  attributed  to  the  binding 
operation.  The  binder,  being  a clown,  mangled  many  of  the  copies  of  the  initial 
volume.  So  I bought  all  six  sets  offered  and  saw  they  went  to  the  right  people. 
The  book  is  now  available  from  University  microfilm  @$68/volume,  which  is 
a lot  of  money.  The  Smith  firm  sold  me  the  six  they  had  for  $60/set  which  I 
thought  is  very  reasonable.  I think  he  reprinted  500  sets  in  total  but  they’re  all 
gone  now  except  for  the  few  copies  of  Volumes  2,  3,  and  4.  The  first  volyme 
covers  the  Papal  Bulls  of  the  15th  century,  when  Papacy  made  diplomatic 
decisions,  up  to  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia  (Munster)  in  1648.  Dr.  Davenport 
wrote  Volume  II  to  cover  1650  to  1715  (closing  with  the  complex  Treaty  of 
Utrech),  but  she  died  just  after  completing  the  minor  Treaty  of  Madrid  (Dec. 
3-14,  1715).  Volume  II  was  finally  published  in  1928  and  1934.  Think  about 
how  slow  the  process  was,  just  to  re-edit  Volume  II  and  polish  it  up  took  from 
1928  to  1934.  And  this  was  with  a staff  of  really  educated  people.  These 
volumes  took  you  up  to  the  close  of  1715.  Since  the  series  went  to  the  end  of 
the  War  of  1812,  one  of  her  colleagues,  a Charles  Oscar  Paullin,  compiled  the 
last  volume.  It  was  not  up  to  the  Davenport  standards.  He  did  not  translate 
most  of  the  treaty  texts  and  give  all  the  explanations  and  so  forth.  So  from  1715 
through  our  period,  1783  - the  end  of  American  Revolution,  the  work  is  not  as 
comprehensive,  but  most  of  the  Treaties  involved  are  luckily  between  England 
and  France.  After  the  War  of  the  Spanish  Succession,  England  and  France 
were  the  dominant  players,  and  a lot  of  the  treaties  are  in  English,  so  it  isn’t 
that  difficult  to  follow.  But  the  information,  the  history,  in  these  four  volumes 
is  unbelievable.  And  it  opens  up  a whole  new  collecting  area. 

John  Adams  gave  you  another  facet  of  this  last  night  in  discussing  the 
obscure  sources  he  explored  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the  1781  "Happy  While 
United  Medal."  He  proved  that  there  are  a lot  of  books  out  there  that  are  not 
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purely  numismatic  works,  that  are  not  purely  books  on  coins,  tokens,  medals  or, 
paper  money  per  se,  which  directly  influence  numismatics.  As  a current 
example  of  that,  Michael  Hodder,  my  intellectual  mentor,  runs  around  the 
bourse  to  obtain  knowledge  not  like  all  the  idiots  just  to  make  money.  Because 
in  the  long  run,  he  realizes  that  knowledge  is  the  asset  that  no  one  can  take 
away  from  you  and  which  you  can  get  the  greatest  gain  from,  particularly  in 
personal  satisfaction  and  accomplishment.  Yesterday,  here,  he  ran  into  a book 
dealer  (I  won’t  mention  his  name),  who  had  a book  which  nobody  would  pick 
up.  It  was  titled  The  Proceedings  of  the  New  Haven  Historical  Society,  1914. 
New  Haven!  Can  you  think  of  anything  less  imposing  than  New  Haven.  In  it, 
he  found  several  pages  on  the  engraver  Anderson  Little,  who  worked  at  the  end 
of  eighteenth  century  into  the  nineteenth,  and  about  whom  very  few  people 
know  anything.  And  it  had  30-40  pages  of  listings  of  Connecticut  silversmiths 
and  their  marks.  These,  of  course,  include  those  punches  with  initials  that  they 
tried  out  on  large  cents,  a series  of  interest  to  Dave  Bowers.  So  for  $20,  Mike 
Hodder  obtained  all  this  generally  unpublished  material.  All  information  you 
can’t  find  anyplace  else.  So  there  is  more  to  numismatic  literature  than  having 
an  1870  Maris.  And  I have  been  long  preaching  this  - and  this  is  another 
feather  in  my  cap  or  fly  in  the  ointment  depending  on  how  you  look  at  it  - you 
can  collect  numismatic  literature  as  collectibles,  or  collect  books  for  what  they 
really  are  - primary  sources  of  knowledge. 


The  Printer’s  Devil 

Joel  J.  Orosz 

It  is  an  irony  of  history  that  American  numismatics  began  to  come 
together  just  as  America  itself  was  falling  apart.  It  is  an  irony  but  it  is  not  an 
accident.  There  was  no  question  that  the  Union  was  disintegrating  in  the  late 
1850’s  — Kansas  was  bleeding,  John  Brown  tried  to  foment  a slave  rebellion  at 
Harper’s  Ferry,  and  Northern  Abolitionists  were  squaring  off  against  Southern 
"Fire  Eaters."  One  reaction  to  this  collapse  of  the  republic  was  a heightened 
interest  in  its  heritage.  Historical  societies  multiplied  during  the  1850s,  Mount 
Vernon  was  preserved  as  a shrine  to  Washington,  and  the  heretofore  modest 
hobbies  of  autograph  and  coin  collecting  experienced  sudden  boom  times. 

The  Civil  War,  of  course,  came  in  the  next  decade,  and  its  leaders  have 
been  studied  and  re-studied  by  generations  of  scholars.  The  concurrent  rise  of 
coin  collecting  in  America,  however,  is  a subject  virtually  ignored  even  by 
numismatic  historians.  Most  of  these  chroniclers  have  been  content  to  note  in 
passing  that  Edward  Cogan  held  a sale  of  coins  on  November  1,  1858  which 
marked  the  start  of  the  modern  era  of  the  hobby  and  that  his  pioneering  efforts 
were  soon  joined  by  men  like  W.  Elliot  Woodward.  American  numismatics 
then  came  of  age  with  the  advent  of  the  brothers  Chapman  in  the  late  1870,  and 
the  rest  is,  well,  history. 
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Cogan  and  Woodward  were  giants  of  the  early  American  coin  trade, 
but  they  did  not  launch  the  numismatic  hobby  by  themselves.  They  were  the 
beneficiaries  of  at  least  a century  of  American  numismatic  activity,  for  one 
thing,  and  for  another,  they  had  a lot  of  help  from  the  city  that  the  twentieth 
century  would  come  to  call  "The  Big  Apple."  Cogan  was  living  at  Philadelphia 
at  the  time,  and  Woodward  in  Roxbury,  so  they  did  not  directly  serve  America’s 
largest  metropolis.  The  leading  dealer  in  New  York  City  was  Augustus  B.  Sage, 
who  from  1858  to  1860  matched  Cogan  sale  for  sale.  (For  more  on  Sage,  see 
this  column  in  Vol  X N21  of  The  Asylum.)  Sage  left  numismatics  to  fight  on  the 
Union  side  in  the  Civil  War,  never  to  return  to  the  trade,  and  is  largely 
forgotten  by  today’s  collecting  fraternity.  Even  more  obscure  than  brother 
Augustus,  however,  is  another  leading  dealer  of  the  1850s  Gotham,  John  K. 
Curtis,  who  will  occupy  center  stage  for  the  rest  of  this  issue’s  Printer’s  Devil. 

The  estimable  Emmanuel  J.  Attinelli  provides  a biography  of  Mr. 
Curtis  on  page  21  of  Numisgraphics . Born  in  England  on  December  11,  1828, 
Curtis  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1841  and  soon  adopted  the  trade  of 
watchmaker.  In  1843,  he  commenced  collecting  coins,  and  in  1857  he  opened 
a watchmaking,  jewelry,  and  general  curiosity  business  at  Nc83  Bleecker  Street, 
New  York  City.  This  makes  him,  as  Attinelli  notes,  "one  of  the  earliest  in  the 
field  as  a dealer  in  this  country." 

John  K.  Curtis  rapidly  made  a mark  on  the  growing  hobby  of 
numismatics.  He  ran  a thriving  over-the-counter  dealership,  was  an  issuer  of 
storecards,  and  the  consignor  of  a number  of  coin  collections  at  auction.  A 
little  detail  on  all  three  activities  may  serve  to  remind  us  of  the  contributions 
that  Curtis  made  during  the  formative  years  of  numismatics  in  America. 

As  a coin  dealer,  Curtis  was  one  of  the  first  to  buy  and  sell  on  a large 
scale.  Attinelli  notes  that  in  1858  Curtis  spent  the  enormous  sum  of  $700  to 
secure  the  "Siegfried  Collection"  from  Easton,  Pennsylvania.  By  way  of 
comparison,  Cogan’s  first  sale  that  same  year  realized  $128.63.  By  1860,  he  had 
opened  a second  shop  at  882  Broadway,  and  circumstantial  evidence  suggests 
that  the  coin  trade  was  brisk  at  both  locations. 

The  storecards  that  Curtis  commissioned  form  the  best-remembered 
portions  of  his  legacy.  The  cards  were  issued  from  1859  to  1861  and  are  all 
attributed  to  the  noted  engraver  Charles  H.  Lovett.  The  obverses  usually 
advertised  Curtis’s  business,  but  the  reverses  ranged  widely  in  subject  matter 
from  the  celebrated  (George  Washington,  Rulau  529)  to  the  obscure  (Johannes 
Allen,  a Scottish  antiquarian,  Rulau  NY  175-78).  Perhaps  the  most  popular 
reverse  is  "The  Antiquary,"  which  depicts  a seated  collector  peering  at  a coin 
through  a magnifying  glass,  with  the  rueful  legend:  "A  real  antique,  but  alas!  It 
is  indecipherable."  (Adams  NY  179-82).  One  other  reverse  was  issued  picturing 
the  troopship  Great  Eastern.  The  cards  were  struck  in  a variety  of  metals,  and 
a number  of  the  reverses  were  muled.  All  are  scarce  to  rare  and  popular  when 
examples  occasionally  come  onto  the  market.  For  more  detailed  information 
about  them,  see  George  and  Melvin  Fuld’s  column  "Token  Collector’s  Pages, 
The  Numismatist,  November  1960,  also  reprinted  by  Quarterman,  1972. 
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John  K.  Curtis  also  found  time  to  leave  a mark  on  the  world  of 
numismatic  literature.  The  indispensable  Martin  Gengerke  reports  that  Curtis 
consigned  material  to  seven  numismatic  sales  from  June  1859  to  February  1872, 
all  offered  by  Bangs,  Merwin  & Co.  In  addition,  the  busy  Mr  Curtis  issued 
price  lists,  according  to  Attinelli,  in  1858  (18pp),  1859  (42pp),  and  1861  (lp). 
This  last  was  a lottery  scheme  whereby  collectors  purchased  chances  for  coins 
at  a dollar  each.  The  sheet  was  headed  by  a come-on  that  covered  all  the 
bases:  "To  numismatists  in  Particular  And  to  Everybody  in  General." 

Some  of  the  material  that  Curtis  consigned  to  auction  was  decidedly 
pedestrian,  but  by  no  means  all.  The  Bangs  sale  of  December  13-14,  1860  for 
example,  contained  Curtis’s  personal  collection  of  98  Large  Cents,  complete  by 
date  1793-1857  including  a very  fine  1793  Chain  Ameri,  a "perfect  impression" 
1799,  and  an  1833  (1823?)  with  Lafayette  counterstamp.  Another  35  Large 
Cents  were  offered  and  included  a very  good  1799.  The  sale  appears  not  to 
have  been  catalogued  by  one  of  the  nameless  ignorami  (as  John  Adams  would 
say)  at  Bangs,  but  was  probably  done  by  Curtis  himself.  If  so,  he  did  a 
creditable  job  by  the  standards  of  the  day,  even  if  he  occasionally  overused  the 
modifier  "perfect." 

Curtis’s  numismatic  career,  like  that  of  his  fellow  New  Yorker  Augustus 
B.  Sage,  was  effectively  ended  by  the  Civil  War.  He  did  not  issue  another  store 
card  after  1861  and  after  consigning  to  five  auctions  during  1859-60,  he  took  a 
hiatus  until  1867.  In  that  year  he  contributed  a lot  of  Chinese  coins  to  the  June 
27  Bangs  auction  which  fetched,  according  to  Attinnelli,  all  of  55  cents.  Curtis 
faded  from  the  hobby  entirely  after  the  February  19,  1872  Bangs  sale,  where  the 
370  lots  he  consigned  brought  $103.62.  Perhaps  this  represented  the  remainder 
of  his  collection  or  the  residue  of  his  stock. 

The  back  cover  of  the  Bangs  sale  of  Curtis’s  collection  on  December 
13-14,  1860  assured  his  customers  that  he  had  "no  intention  of  retiring  from  the 
very  interesting  pursuit  of  collecting  and  disposing  of  Gems  of  the  Numismatic 
Art."  That  declaration  notwithstanding,  within  a year,  Curtis  virtually  ceased  his 
coin-related  activities.  This  early  exit  caused  him  to  join  the  colossi  of  the 
cradle  age  of  American  numismatics  whose  contributions  - and  even  names  - 
were  soon  largely  forgotten  with  the  passage  of  time.  John  K.  Curtis,  one  of 
the  pioneer  purveyors  of  "Gems  of  the  Numismatic  Art,"  surely  deserves  to  be 
better  remembered  by  a hobby  that  he  served  well,  although  not  for  long. 


The  Dennis  Mendelson  Library  Sale 

Charles  Davis 

I remember  the  phone  call  from  Armand  Champa  in  late  May. 
"Charlie,  I have  good  news  and  bad  news.  The  good  news  is  that  there  is  a 
great  American  library  coming  on  the  market.  The  bad  news  is  that  it’s  Dennis 
Mendelson’s."  I was  really  quite  stunned  because  Dennis,  who  had  been 
assembling  his  library  for  only  a short  period  of  time,  had,  for  all  intents  and 
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purposes  completed  his  collection  of  all  known  varieties,  editions,  and  bindings 
of  the  classic  works  on  large  cents  and  had  turned  his  attentions  to  the  great 
nineteenth  century  auction  catalogues.  Large  format  Chapmans  were  complete, 
small  Chapmans  60%,  and  Woodwards  97%  with  only  two  of  the  34  plated  sales 
lacking.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  he  had  reached  the  point  where  the  checking 
off  of  each  missing  item  would  have  required  good  fortune  (in  both  senses  of 
the  word)  and  months  if  not  years  between  each  triumph.  The  fact  that  Dennis 
was  calling  it  quits  was  especially  shocking  since  only  several  weeks  earlier  he 
had  chased  this  writer  all  over  St  Louis  during  the  E A.C.  Convention  to  garner 
two  of  the  rarest  Woodwards  - Sales  101  and  105  with  plates. 

The  sale  was  quickly  scheduled  by  George  Kolbe  to  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  Fall  Long  Beach  Expo,  and  I imagine  any  reader  taking  the 
time  to  read  this  column  has  obtained  a copy  of  the  lavishly  produced  catalogue. 
In  its  small  quarto  format  with  only  two  or  three  lots  per  page,  its  full 
descriptions,  black  and  white  and  color  photographs,  this  is  an  "award  winning 
catalogue"  that  will,  as  usual,  be  ignored  when  honors  are  bestowed  in  favor  of 
the  offerings  of  the  mainstream  auction  houses.  If  the  catalogue  has  a fault,  it 
is  in  its  stiff  "perfect"  binding  that  virtually  requires  a two  handed  spine  cracking 
to  function  properly.  As  Kolbe  notes  that  only  75  sets  of  unbound  text  were 
reserved  for  the  two  sewn  signature  hardbound  editions,  we  would  recommend 
contacting  him  to  determine  availability. 

The  Mendelson  library,  while  replete  with  rarities  in  many  American 
series,  specialized  in  works  on  large  cents.  Never  before  had  a complete 
collection  of  the  predecessors  of  Sheldon  and  Newcomb  been  offered,  and  one 
work,  the  1881  edition  of  the  Andrews  pamphlet  on  the  late  dates,  has  not  been 
located  in  any  previous  auction  sale. 

Given  the  pre-election  economy  and  the  general  state  of  the  coin 
market,  this  was  probably  not  the  best  time  to  present  such  an  offering  of 
numismatic  rarities,  especially  ones  that  concentrated  so  heavily  in  only  certain 
areas.  Yet  the  results  on  an  across  the  board  basis  were  somewhat  satisfactory 
with  items  bringing  slightly  less  than  90%  of  estimate. 

If  there  was  a single  theme  that  ran  through  the  sales  room,  it  was  that 
research  material  was  in  great  demand,  while  the  bibliophilic  rarities  did  less 
well.  The  1869  and  1870  editions  of  Maris  on  the  Cents  of  1794,  small  tracts 
that  were  issued  without  illustrations,  did  not  sell,  and  we  assume  that  the 
reprints  in  the  1976  Adams  - Quarterman  anthology  apparently  satisfy  otherwise 
potential  buyers.  Likewise  the  1923  Chapman  work  on  the  same  subject,  nearly 
identical  to  its  1926  second  edition  sibling  which  may  be  had  at  10%  of  the 
price  of  its  older  brother,  was  panned  by  the  crowd.  The  catalogues  of  Thomas 
Elder,  the  most  impossibly  difficult  series  in  American  numismatics  to  complete, 
found  appreciative  buyers  for  sales  with  plated  large  cents  (Miller,  Bartlett) 
while  the  other  Elders  and  the  rare  and  magnificent  W.W.C.  Wilson  sale  did 
sell,  but  often  after  only  a single  advance. 

The  offering  of  Woodward  sales  was  a mixed  bag.  The  rare  "A"  and 
92nd  sales  brought  $500  and  $575  respectively,  and  may  have  established 
records  for  unplated  catalogues.  The  balance,  mostly  offered  in  fine  Alan 
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Grace  bindings,  was  largely  ignored  by  the  gallery  as  many  had  been  so  severely 
trimmed  years  ago  that  portions  of  plates  were  badly  cropped.  The  plated 
Vicksburgh  sales,  here  making  their  initial  public  auction  appearance  in  many 
years,  brought  $1300  and  $1500  respectively,  and  probably  reflected  the  tightness 
of  money  for  rare  items  not  fitting  into  the  large  cent  realm. 

If  there  was  one  grouping  that  showed  strong  and  gratifying  strength, 
it  was  the  area  of  the  plated  Chapmans,  virtually  neglected  in  recent  New  York 
sales.  Only  two  of  the  39  catalogues,  Bushnell  and  Barker,  did  not  interest  the 
floor  with  the  remaining  37  aggregating  $28,000  on  estimates  of  $25,000. 
Obviously  the  large  cent  crowd  has  begun  to  appreciate  the  superior  plates  and 
competent  descriptions  in  these  catalogues. 

The  most  intriguing  lot  in  the  entire  sale  was,  however,  the  set  of  20 
photographs  of  the  George  Clapp  collection  of  large  cents  prepared  by  the 
A.N.S.  Curiously  composed,  each  plate  depicted  36-45  obverses,  each  coin  lying 
in  its  original  black  cardboard  box  which  had  been  lined  up  in  4 x 9 or  5 x 9 or 
configurations.  Given  the  recent  controversy  surrounding  portions  of  the  Clapp 
collection,  "permanently"  impounded  at  the  A.N.S.  in  1947,  but  more  recently 
seen  in  other  cabinets,  we  were  not  surprised  at  the  $2700  hammer  price.  As 
an  interesting  sidelight  to  this  lot,  an  individual  at  the  A.N.S.  questioned  the 
authority  of  the  cataloguer  to  offer  the  photographs  stating  that  they  had  never 
been  sold  by  them.  We  can  only  visualize  the  facial  omelette  delivered  when 
that  individual  was  presented  with  a 1985  bill  of  sale  signed  by  Leslie  Elam,  a 
copy  of  which  was  included  with  the  lot! 

We  certainly  congratulate  Dennis  for  assembling  such  a magnificent 
library  in  such  a short  period  of  time  and  look  for  him  to  remain  active  in  our 
circles,  and  when  the  bug  bites  again,  for  him  to  fulfill  the  task  so  nearly 
completed  here. 


Dr.  Henry  Bronson:  Physician  and  Historian 

Michael  Sullivan 

Henry  Bronson  was  born  in  Waterbury  Connecticut  January  30,  1804. 
The  son  of  a wealthy  lawyer  and  country  court  judge,  Bennet  Bronson,  Henry 
was  afforded  the  opportunity  to  attend  fine  grammar  schools  opening  the  door 
for  many  future  successes.  Following  in  his  father’s  footsteps,  Henry  entered 
Yale  College  in  1824  and  was  graduated  in  1827  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine. 

After  Yale,  young  Bronson  relocated  to  West  Springfield, 
Massachusetts  to  start  his  professional  career  as  a physician.  In  1831  he 
married  Sarah  Miles,  daughter  of  Samuel  Lathrop,  a wealthy  lawyer  and 
congressman.  Probably  influenced  by  Lathrop’s  other  daughter  who  resided  in 
Albany,  Bronson  joined  in  partnership  with  Alden  March,  M.D.,  a highly 
regarded  surgeon  in  Albany  and  a professor  at  the  Albany  Medical  college. 
Bronson  made  a solid  impression  upon  the  Albany  populace. 
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Disaster  struck  North  America  in  the  Summer  of  1832  with  the 
outbreak  of  Asiatic  Cholera  in  Canada.  The  disease  spread  quickly  along  all 
lines  of  communication.  Bronson  was  commissioned  by  several  prominent 
gentlemen  at  whose  head  was  the  Mayor  and  was  directed  to  proceed  to 
Montreal  and  other  points  in  Canada  infested  with  the  pestilence  and  avail 
himself  of  every  opportunity  to  study  the  history  of  the  disease  and  report  to  the 
committee  such  hygienic  measures  as  he  would  recommend  as  reliable 
preventatives.  Based  on  his  observations,  Bronson  reasoned  that  maintaining 
a balanced  diet,  avoiding  excesses  of  alcohol  and/or  apothecary  drugs,  and 
cleaning  filth  and  wastes  would  prevent  or  at  least  deter  the  spread  of  cholera. 

It  is  unclear  whether  Bronson’s  two-week  trip  to  Canada  had  any 
profound  effect  on  the  people  and  social  practices  of  the  residents  of  Albany, 
but  the  town  was  struck  with  the  disease  by  July  3.  His  observations  and 
published  letters  provided  him  public  recognition  which  prompted  a group  of 
physicians  to  consider  him  as  president  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  College. 
Bronson  returned  to  Waterbury  to  establish  a medical  practice  and  in  1842 
accepted  a professorship  at  Yale  College,  where  he  taught  until  1860.  Bronson 
died  November  26,  1893  at  the  age  of  89. 

Bronson’s  medical  contributions  alone  may  not  have  made  him  a living 
figure  of  history,  but  his 
historic  writings  and 
research  certainly  do. 

His  travels  throughout 
Connecticut  over  a period 
of  28  years  provided  him 
with  numerous 
opportunities  to  develop 
an  extensive  background 
in  Connecticut  history. 

His  first  book,  The 
History  of  Waterbury, 

Connecticut,  1858, 
contains  30  steel  engraved 
portraits  and  local  scenes. 

Bronson  also 
prepared  historical  and 
biographical  papers 
pertaining  to  the  medical 
history  of  New  Haven 
County  which  were  read 
before  the  New  Haven 
Colony  Historical  Society 
1872  - 1876  and  which 
were  later  published  by 
them  in  1877.  Sub- 
sequently he  wrote 
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Chapters  of  the  Early  Government  of  Connecticut  with  Critical  and  Explanatory 
Remarks  on  the  Constitution  of  1639,  also  appearing  in  the  Society’s  papers. 

Bronson  also  penned  an  important  but  little  known  contribution  to 
numismatic  literature  titled  A Historical  Account  of  Connecticut  Currency, 
Continental  Money,  and  Finances  of  the  Revolution.  This  monograph  was 
originally  read  before  members  of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society  in 
1863  and  published  in  their  papers  in  1865.  Given  Bronson’s  medical 
background  and  other  writings,  it  may  appear  unusual  that  he  chose  to  study 
and  write  about  colonial  currency.  He  may  have  been  influenced  by  his  father, 
who  was  an  original  stockholder,  director,  and  first  president  of  The  Waterbury 
Bank,  the  first  in  that  city.  This,  with  his  interest  in  financial  and  political 
issues,  probably  lead  to  his  interest  on  Connecticut  Colonial  Money. 

He  wrote  the  monograph  about  the  same  time  John  Hickcox  was 
writing^  History  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  or  Paper  Money  Issued  by  New  York  1709 
to  1789  (1866),  and  Henry  Phillips  was  writing  Historical  Sketches  of  the  Paper 
Money  of  the  American  Colonies  ...  and  Continental  Paper  Money  (1865).  The 
sole  numismatic  reference  on  Colonial  currency  cited  by  Bronson  was  Joseph 
Felt’s  An  Historical  Account  of  Massachusetts  Currency  (1839).  Bronson’s  192 
page  monograph  includes  a brief  history  of  New  England  Currency,  the 
Massachusetts  coinage  of  1652,  Connecticut’s  colonial  coinage,  and  an  in-depth 
history  of  the  various  emissions  of  Connecticut’s  bills  of  credit.  This  particular 
work  is  scarce,  and  Frank  Katen  stated  that  he  had  purchased  only  two  copies 
during  his  tenure  in  business,  none  being  included  in  the  Fuld  library.  Prior  to 
1989,  only  a single  copy  was  offered  at  auction  (Kolbe  11:926).  Since  1989, 
copies  have  been  offered  by  Kolbe,  Money  Tree,  and  Davis. 

Ref:  Hubbard,  Stephen  G.  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  the 
Late  Professor  Henry  Bronson , Papers  of  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical 
Society.  Volume  VI,  1900;  Photo  credit:  Dick  Naven,  Portland  Oregon 


From  the  Editor 

U We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Kay  Champa: 

At  the  Chicago  A.N.A.  Convention,  I was  presented  an  award  of 
appreciation.  Due  to  visiting  a relative  in  the  area,  I did  not  get  to  attend  the 
N.B.S.  meeting.  I wanted  to  thank  each  and  every  one  of  you.  I have  never 
before  received  this  kind  of  recognition.  I wanted  to  make  this  year’s 
convention,  but  due  to  being  hospitalized,  I was  unable  to  attend.  I want  to 
thank  those  of  you  who  remembered  me  by  sending  cards  and  flowers  and  by 
remembering  me  in  you  prayers.  As  many  of  you  know,  I am  dealing  with  the 
uncertainty  of  my  disease.  Knowing  I have  such  supporting  friends  helps  me 
deal  with  these  difficult  times.  Thanks  to  all  of  you  from  the  depth  of  my  soul. 
Kay  is  currently  battling  Multiple  Sclerosis.  Our  hearts  and  our  prayers  go  out  to 
her,  Annand  and  their  two  daughters. 
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If  We  extend  grateful  thanks  to  Dan  Hamelberg  and  Dave  Bowers  for  their 
donations  to  the  Society’s  fund  raising  auction.  Dan,  as  reported  in  the  last 
issue,  prepared  a poster  size  print  of  the  photograph  that  graced  the  cover  of 
the  1964  Helfenstein  catalogue.  Handsomely  framed  and  accompanied  by  a 
custom  made  box  to  facilitate  shipping,  it  fetched  $1,150  from  Tony  Terranova. 
Then,  quite  unannounced,  and  greatly  appreciated,  we  received  from  Bowers  a 
signed  draft  copy  of  his  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States. 
This  was  collared  by  Dan  Hamelberg  for  $550.  Thanks  to  the  generosity  of 
Dan  (twice!),  Dave,  and  Tony,  N.B.S.  added  $1,700  to  its  Treasury. 

H Five  N.B.S.  members  received  awards  during  the  A.N.A.  Convention. 

The  Armand  Champa  Award  was  presented  by  Scott  Rubin  to  Joel  Orosz 
citing  his  contributions  as  editor,  board  member  and  columnist.  No  single 
member  has  contributed  as  much  to  the  Society  during  the  past  six  years 
as  Joel,  and  the  recognition  was  most  deserving. 

The  Aaron  Feldman  Award  was  presented  by  this  writer  to  Alfred  Hoch, 
President  of  Quarterman  Publications,  in  recognition  of  a lifetime  of 
dedication  to  numismatic  publishing.  His  quality  editions  with  their 
superb  plates  and  scholarly  forewords  have  made  many  classics,  often  of 
higher  research  value  than  originals,  readily  available  to  collectors  who 
would  otherwise  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  acquire  them. 

In  exhibits,  the  Aaron  Feldman  Memorial  Award  was  won  by  Wayne 
Homren  for  "A  Selection  of  Numismatic  Ephemera."  Scott  Rubin  took 
second  place  with  "Auction  Catalogues  as  Information  Sources,"  while  Bob 
Metzger  took  third  place  with  "Tracing  a Pedigree  through  Auction 
Catalogues." 


H While  at  David  & Sherry 
Sklow’s  table  at  the  A.N.A. 
Convention,  we  picked  up  their 
business  card  and  were 
prepared  to  take  them  up  on 
their  offer  until  they  noted  that 
their  printer  confused  the 
words  "fine"  and  "free." 


New  & Used  Books  (407)  337-4192 

Collectables 

Free  Numismatic  Literature 

'UisaiuTExl  H3ooki 


9476  So.  US  #1 

Village  Green  Center  David  & Sherry  Sklow 
Port  St.  Lucie,  FL  34952  Owners 


If  Fred  Lake  advises  us  that  he  is  preparing  a program  for  an  N.B.S. 
meeting  in  conjunction  with  the  1993  F.U.N.  Convention  in  January.  Those 
planning  to  attend  that  show  should  check  the  convention  program  for  details. 
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U David  Lang  writes:  The  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society  is  proud  to 
offer  to  all  persons  identifying  themselves  as  members  of  NBS  a complimentary 
copy  of  its  quarterly  magazine.  The  Journal  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic 
Society’  has  received  the  ANA’s  first  place  award  as  Outstanding  Publication. 
The  society  may  be  reached  at  610  Arlington  Avenue,  Berkeley,  CA  94707. 

H David  Hirt  writes:  One  of  the  joys  of  collecting  for  me  is  to  receive  notice 
in  the  mail  that  some  auction  bids  I have  entered  have  been  successful,  and  that 
some  new  treasures  will  be  added  to  my  library.  Recently  I was  the  successful 
bidder  on  a copy  of  Wayte  Raymond’  Granberg  Sale  of  May  9,  1915.  This 
completed  my  collection  of  the  series  of  Granberg  Sales.  Many  collectors  form 
a collection  which  is  sold  late  in  life,  or  even  after  death.  Some,  however,  seem 
to  enjoy  building  a collection,  selling  it,  then  plunging  in  to  collect  again.  Isaac 
Wood  in  the  last  century  and  J.  F.  Bell  in  this  century  are  two  names  come  to 
mind.  Granberg  seems  to  be  in  the  latter  group.  H.O.  Granberg  was  quite  a 
wealthy  mining  engineer  and  owner.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  A.NA.  for 
several  years  and  served  as  its  president  1915-1917.  Interestingly  enough,  I am 
unable  to  locate  an  obituary  for  him  listed  in  The  Numismatist.  Granberg  first 
sold  a collection  with  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1913,  then  again  in  1919.  Between  these 
two,  he  consigned  to  the  before  mentioned  sale  with  the  Raymond  owned  U.S. 
Coin  Co  and  to  an  S.  H.  Chapman  sale  in  1918,  the  latter  of  which  would  have 
been  the  A.N.A.  Convention  Sale,  but  which  was  postponed  due  to  the  influenza 
outbreak.  None  of  these  sale  catalogues  could  be  considered  common,  and  all 
are  in  demand  due  to  name  recognition  of  the  owner.  Those  by  Mehl  are  the 
most  frequently  seen.  The  Raymond  and  Chapman  sales  are  scarce. 

H This  was  the  most  barren  A.NA..  Convention  we  recall,  for  bibliophiles 
wandering  the  bourse  floor  looking  for  literature  or  ephemera  in  dealers’  cases. 
Usually  a Crosby,  some  Heath  counterfeit  detectors,  or  several  Mickley  medals 
will  surface.  Even  Hank  Spangenberger  seems  to  have  worked  dry  the  Henry 
Chapman  hoard.  This  year,  the  sole  offering  we  encountered,  and  which  we 
snapped  up  on  P.N.G.  Day,  was  the  letter  reproduced  on  page  19.  Sent  to 
William  H.  Woodin,  who  had  consigned  49  lots  of  Half  Eagles  and  $3.00  Gold 
to  the  October  20,  1904  "Woodin,  Rust  et  al"  sale,  its  significance  lies  in  the 
inference  that  the  Chapmans  did  not  collect  proceeds  from  floor  bidders  or 
from  those  who  had  bid  through  the  auctioneers  at  their  sales.  Davis  and 
Harvey,  as  well  as  Bangs,  Leavitt,  Leonard  and  the  other  houses  of  the  period, 
functioned  as  collection  points  for  many  of  the  receipts  and  settled  up  with  the 
cataloguers  33  (in  this  case)  days  later.  This  extra  layer  was  probably  an  added 
incentive  for  the  cataloguers  to  encourage  bids  through  them  rather  than 
through  the  auction  house  as  they  could  accelerate  cash  flow  by  receiving  direct 
payment  from  the  buyers.  The  signature  is  in  Henry’s  hand  and  we  note  that 
it  was  signed  "S  H&H  Chapman,"  rather  than  "SH  & H Chapman."  The  post- 
script notes  that  a priced  catalogue  was  sent  to  Woodin  this  AM  - first  mail. 
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From  the  President 

Scott  Rubin 

This  year’s  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  conjunction  with 
the  A.NA.  Convention  at  Orlando.  There  we  were  treated  to  fine  presentations 
by  John  Ford  (see  lead  article)  and  Wayne  Homren,  who  presented  a slide 
show  of  views  of  the  current  condition  of  B.  Max  Mehl’s  building  in  Fort  Worth. 
Dan  Hamelberg  and  Dave  Bowers  graciously  provided  donations  to  the 
Society’s  auction,  which  raised  $1,700.  In  addition,  the  previous  evening,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Numismatic  Theatre,  we  were  privileged  to  attend  the 
Symposium  on  Numismatic  Literature.  John  Adams  presented  a paper  equal 
to  anything  heard  at  the  A.N.S.  noting  how  obscure  reference  material  shed  new 
light  on  the  Happy  While  United  Medal.  A1  Hoch  fielded  questions  and 
provided  insights  on  the  world  of  numismatic  publishing  with  emphasis  on  the 
fine  reproduction  of  plates.  Eric  Newman  and  Dave  Bowers  also  added  to  the 
discussions  with  their  usual  insightful  remarks. 

At  this  time,  I would  like  to  announce  that  elections  for  the  Society’s 
officers  and  Board  Members  will  be  held,  as  provided  in  the  by-laws,  at  the 
beginning  of  1993.  Society  members  wishing  to  run  should  make  their  desires 
known  to  me  or  to  any  board  member  who  will  turn  them  over  to  the 
nominating  committee,  which  will  then  prepare  a slate  of  candidates  for 
publication  in  the  January  A sylum. 


Specializing  in 

Numismatics,  Antiques  & Collectibles 
(SIS)  362-2173 


WESTCHESTER  FAIRE 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
8655  South  Sepulveda  Blvd. 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90045 
Vi  Mile  North  of  LAX  Airport 
l urge  Select  inn  of 
Numismatic  Bonks 


SHERMAN  OAKS 
ANTIQUE  MALL 
14034  Ventura  Blvd. 
Sherman  Oaks,  CA  91423 
Near  Hazeltine 
Large  Selection  of 
Books  on  Collectibles 
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DEALERS  IN 
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GREEK  AND  ROMAN 
COINS, 
ENGLISH, 

, CONTINENTAL  AND 
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ORIENTAL  6] 
► COINS  AND  MEDALS.  T 


SAMUEL  HUDSON  CHAPMAN  Established  1S7S.  HENRY  CHAPMaN.  JK, 

S.  H.  & H.  CHAPMAN 
Numismatists 

No.  1348  Pine  street 
PHILADELPHIA 


REGISTERED  CABLI  ADDRESS:  “CHAPMAN,  PHILADELPHIA." 


1 DEALERS  IN 
P]  AMERICAN 

- COINS  AND  MEDALS, 
ESPECIALLY 
IN  FINE  AND  RARE 
SPECIMENS, 

S PAPER  MONEY, 
NUMISMATIC  BOOKS. 

F COLLECTIONS  F 

® CATALOGUED  FOR  ® 
7 SALE  BY  AUCTION  f 


11th  month  5th,  1904 


Mr.  W.  H.  Wood in. 

Dear  Sir:- 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  received.  We  were  under  the 
impression  that  a priced  catalogue  had  been  sent  you  of  the  sale.  We 
certainly  ordered  it  to  be  done  and  regret  that  it  d.id  not  reach  you. 
Hastily  glancing  over  the  material,  it  abgrebates  somewhere  about  $560. 
We  do  not  receive  settlement  from  Davis  A Harvey  unt.xl  33  days  after  the 
sale  has  taken  place,  when  we  will  send  you  a check  to  balance. 

We  have  some  superb  examples  flf  U.  S.  silver  coins  in  stock. 
Could  y ou  send  us  a list  of  those  you  wish  to  improve,  as  we  might  be 
able  to  send  you  some  of  them.  We  think  the  gold  sold  very  well  undeed 
and  hope  the  result  will  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  you. 

Yours  respectfully  , 

/ • , CO-  ‘ ^ 


'/f* S_ 
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A.N.A.  Convention  - Orlando 


N.B.S.  members  John  Kraljevich  and  Rian  Thum  display  their  trophy  won 
during  the  World  Series  of  Numismatics 


Your  editor  and  Dan  Hamelberg  display  the  Helfenstein  poster  prepared  and 
donated  to  N.B.S.  by  Dan  and  purchased  by  Tony  Terranova 
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A.N.A.  Convention  - Orlando 


The  Numismatic  Literature  Symposium  featured  an  elite  group  of  panelists:  A1 
Hoch,  John  Adams,  Eric  Newman,  and  Dave  Bowers. 


Eric  Newman  and  A1  Hoch  reminisce  on  the  bourse  floor. 
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Orlando  1992  A.N.A.  Convention  Diary 

John  Burns 

Wednesday  August  12:  The  clamor  of  the  alarm  clock  cut  through  my 
dreams  as  I rolled  over  and  hit  the  off  switch.  Rubbing  the  sleep  out  of  my 
eyes  I looked  at  the  time  - 4:00  AM.  Staring  at  the  clock  I wondered  what  I 
was  doing  up  at  this  ungodly  hour.  Then  it  struck  me.  The  A.NA.  Convention! 
While  I was  disappointed  that  I had  been  bypassed  for  the  Numismatic  Theatre 
Coordinator  this  year,  I was  nonetheless  looking  forward  to  the  convention.  I 
headed  for  the  Pittsburgh  airport,  and  after  an  uneventful  flight  through 
Cleveland,  I arrived  in  Orlando  and  was  greeted  by  my  roommate  Fred  Lake. 

After  depositing  my  suitcases  and  sundries  in  the  room  we  traveled  the 
few  blocks  to  the  convention  center.  The  first  person  I met  was  our  editor 
Charlie  Davis  who  started  twisting  my  arm  for  an  Asylum  article  before  I even 
sat  down.  The  next  person  I ran  into  was  John  Ford  who  asked  me,  in  his 
inimitable  way,  "Why  the  hell  haven’t  you  called  me?"  Geez  John,  I didn’t  know 
you  cared.  Seriously,  that  was  quite  a thrill  for  me.  I assured  him  that  I would 
call  him,  and  if  I was  running  the  Numismatic  Theatre  for  1993,  he  would 
definitely  be  on  the  list. 

The  next  person  I ran  into  was  my  friend,  James  Taylor,  A.NA.’s 
Education  Director.  James  made  my  day  by  telling  me  my  Numismatic  World 
Series  partner  Mark  Auerbach  was  down  with  food  poisoning,  and  I 
immediately  started  scrambling  for  a new  one.  After  unsuccessfully  begging 
Dennis  Loring,  Ken  Bressett,  Michael  Hodder,  and  Charlie  Davis,  "Texas"  Bob 
Metzger  volunteered  his  services.  I was  saved!  I decided  to  lurk  around  the 
N.B.S.  table  at  the  back  of  the  bourse  and  see  who  showed  up.  Besides  Fred, 
Charlie,  and  Bob,  my  good  friend  Wayne  Homren,  George  Kolbe,  John 
Bergman,  Myron  Xenos,  Scott  Rubin,  and  various  other  book  types  soon 
wandered  back.  The  main  attraction  at  the  table  was  a magnificent  framed  20 
by  30  inch  photo  poster  of  the  Helfenstein  large  cent  catalog  cover,  prepared 
and  donated  by  Dan  Hamelberg,  that  was  to  be  auctioned  at  the  N.B.S. 
meeting.Soon  5:00  PM  rolled  around  and  Bob  and  I headed  for  the  Numismatic 
World  Series  room  where  we  met  our  Young  Numismatist,  Richard  DiNapoli, 
who  would  be  the  third  member  of  our  team.  We  acquitted  ourselves  rather 
well  finishing  third  with  210  points 

Thursday:  I stuck  my  head  in  the  Numismatic  Theatre  room  to  check 
things,  then  went  in  and  walked  the  floor  and  renewed  old  acquaintances. 
When  it  got  close  to  noon  I went  back  to  the  Theatre  and  introduced  Chris 
Connell’s  talk  on  Byzantine  coins.  Not  much  else  was  going  on  so  back  to  the 
N.B.S.  table  and  bourse  until  5:00  PM  when  Bob,  Richard,  and  I went  to  root 
for  low  scores  at  the  second  semi-final  match  of  the  World  Series.  Our  team 
"Veni,  Vidi,  Vici"  was  "on  the  bubble."  If  the  third  place  team  scored  more  than 
210  points  we  would  be  spectators  for  the  finals  on  Friday.  Luck  was  with  us 
though  and  we  earned  the  wild  card  berth  for  the  finals.  The  team  that  won 
today’s  match  consisted  of  N.B.S.  members  Scott  Rubin,  Myron  Xenos  and  John 
Kraljevich.  Scott  and  Myron,  being  brighter  than  your  average  slab  dealer,  had 
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made  John  the  captain  of  the  aptly  named  Bookworms,  and  he  led  them  to  a 
quite  impressive  victory.  Not  bad  at  the  age  of  14!  After  the  match  I related 
to  John  the  story  of  the  Roman  Emperors  when  they  were  given  a triumph,  a 
slave  rode  behind  them  whispering  in  their  ear  "You  are  not  a God." 

I found  a spot  to  sit  and  relax  until  the  N.B.S.  Symposium  started  at  7:00 
PM.  Unfortunately  Armand  Champa  could  not  make  it  as  his  wife  Kay  had 
been  admitted  to  the  hospital.  All  of  us  wish  her  the  best.  The  able  George 
Kolbe  took  over  with  nary  a bobble,  and  the  program  went  off  without  a hitch. 
The  four  speakers,  John  Adams,  Dave  Bowers,  Al  Hoch,  and  Eric  Newman 
gave  presentations  and  responded  to  numerous  questions  from  the  gallery. 
Afterwards,  books  and  catalogues,  donated  and  shipped  air  express  by  Armand, 
were  given  out  as  door  prizes  with  the  grand  prize,  a deluxe  version  of  the  John 
Adams  Collection  of  1794  Large  Cents,  being  won  by  Myron  Xenos. 

Next  was  the  N.L.G.  bash  where  we  found  a table  with  Dan  Hamelberg 
and  David  Lisot.  MC  Wendell  Wolka  took  us  on  a tour  of  future  A.N.A. 
Conventions  with  the  usual  skits  and  songs  followed  by  the  reading  of  a 
heartfelt  yet  controversial  letter  from  Walter  Breen.  As  the  litany  of  awards 
started  Fred  and  I slipped  out.  We  were  both  tired  and  my  back  was  painfully 
reminding  me  of  its  existence. 

Friday:  Waking  again  at  7:30  AM  we  headed  for  the  E.A.C.  meeting  at 
9:00.  Much  of  the  that  crowd  stayed  for  the  N.B.S.  meeting  which  followed  in 
the  same  room.  John  Ford’s  talk,  Wayne  Homren’s  slide  show  of  the  Mehl 
Building,  and  well  deserved  awards  to  Joel  Orosz  and  Al  Hoch  preceded  the 
auction  of  the  Helfenstein  poster  and  a draft  of  Dave  Bower’s  new  work  on 
Silver  Dollars.  As  the  meeting  drew  to  a close  I looked  at  my  watch  and  almost 
died.  I was  scheduled  to  introduce  Harlan  Berk’s  talk  at  noon,  and  it  was  now 
12:15.  I hustled  to  the  Numismatic  Theatre  room  to  find  James  had  saved  my 
bacon  and  introduced  Harlan.  Feeling  like  an  idiot  I apologized  to  James  who 
assured  me  it  was  no  big  deal.  Most  assuredly  I was  there  to  introduce  Eric 
Newman  at  1:00  PM.  Before  Eric’s  talk,  Chet  Krause  and  Cliff  Mishler 
awarded  Eric  a well  earned  Numismatic  Ambassador  Award. 

I have  to  say  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  convention  was  stopping  at 
Numismatic  Fine  Arts  table  and  being  allowed  to  handle  some  of  the  better 
coins.  How  about  some  superb  Roman  gold,  incredible  Greek  silver,  and 
magnificent  Ptolemaic  silver  dodecadrachms  and  gold  octodrachms.  After 
viewing  these  coins  the  rest  of  the  bourse  paled  in  comparison.  After  manning 
the  N.B.S.  table  and  walking  the  floor  for  a few  more  hours  it  was  time  to 
collect  my  team  for  the  World  series  finals.  While  we  didn’t  do  bad,  finishing 
fourth  and  almost  snatching  third,  Minerva’s  Conquerors  blew  everybody  away, 
winning  for  the  second  straight  year.  Unfortunately  the  Bookworms  came 
unglued,  and  I consoled  Master  Kraljevich  with  the  old  saying  "some  days  you 
eat  the  bear,  some  days  the  bear  eats  you." 

Saturday:  Waking  at  7:00  AM  was  not  in  my  plans  but  Wayne  had 
requested  me  to  assist  Rich  Fiorentino  from  the  Pittsburgh  convention  bureau 
in  our  bid  for  the  2000  or  2001  A.N.A.  Convention.  Wayne  planned  to  spend 
the  day  at  Universal  Studios  with  our  friend  Pete  Costoulis.  A bribe  in  the 
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form  of  his  banquet  ticket  helped  immensely.  The  only  thing  he  didn’t  tell  me 
was  I could  have  gotten  there  an  hour  and  a half  later.  Hmph.  In  any  case  I 
think  we  gave  a good  presentation,  but  the  board  in  their  infinite  wisdom  has 
put  off  making  a decision  until  the  mid-winter. 

I was  free  until  1:00  PM  when  I performed  the  last  of  my  Numismatic 
Theatre  duties  introducing  John  Kleeberg.  At  2:00,  however,  was  the  speaker 
I was  looking  forward  to  the  most,  John  Kraljevich.  I had  been  attending  the 
Theatre  since  1984  and  ran  it  in  1989,  1990,  and  1991  but  in  all  that  time  this 
was  one  of  the  most  informative,  educational,  and  enjoyable  talks  I had  ever 
been  at.  Quite  a remarkable  young  man,  and  he  presented  me  with  his  outline 
and  notes  from  the  talk  (signed,  of  course!).  After  passing  out  bourse 
applications  for  our  PA.N.  show  in  October,  there  was  nothing  more  I was 
obligated  to  do  so  I checked  out  the  exhibits,  bought  a few  things,  visited  with 
friends  and  got  ready  for  the  banquet.  Fred  and  I walked  across  to  the  Peabody 
where  the  banquet  was  being  held.  In  the  lobby  people  were  milling  around 
having  a pre-dinner  drink.  We  greeted  several  people  we  knew  and  when  the 
doors  were  opened  headed  for  our  table.  Including  Fred  and  myself  seated  at 
the  table  were  Charlie  Davis,  Bob  Metzger,  and  several  Pittsburghers;  David 
Deep,  Rich  Campbell,  and  Rodger  Hershey  who  just  happened  to  win  the 
Peoples  Choice  award.  I have  to  say  A.NA.  banquet  fare  has  been  improving 
the  past  few  years.  The  awards  included  a 50  year  member’s  medal  to  Frank 
Katen,  who  eloquently  modeled  the  latest  in  formal  attire. 

Sunday:  With  suitcases  collected  and  A.NA.  desiderata,  I proceeded  to 
the  convention  for  the  last  minute  flurry  of  melancholy  goodbyes.  After  selling 
a few  items,  I stopped  at  my  friend  Yasha  Beresiner’s  table  and  picked  up  a few 
items  I had  him  hold  from  yesterday.  It’s  always  a pleasure  to  visit  with  Yasha 
and  his  lovely  wife.  A last  look  at  the  exhibits,  some  more  goodbyes  and  it  was 
time  to  hit  the  road.  Not  for  home  but  to  Ormond  Beach  where  Fred  and  I 
were  to  attend  the  Empire  Coins  auction  of  numismatic  literature.  Checking 
into  our  hotel  we  prepared  for  the  night’s  main  event,  the  party  provided  by  our 
hosts  Dennis  Kroh  and  Desiree  Van  Seeters.  We  arrived  and  were  given  a 
guided  tour  of  their  lovely  home/office  followed  by  a party  around  the  pool 
until  one  of  Florida’s  ubiquitous  rainstorms  drove  us  inside  where  we  viewed 
the  sale  lots.  It  wasn’t  quite  the  Bacchanalian  orgy  we  had  expected  from 
Dennis  (anybody  with  a bust  of  Caligula  by  the  pool  has  to  throw  great  parties) 
but  we  attributed  this  to  the  early  start  of  the  auction. 

Monday:  At  the  auction,  we  joined  bookseller  John  Bergman.  While  Fred 
and  John  were  the  only  bookdealers,  several  of  the  ancient  dealers  were  there, 
including  Arnie  Saslow,  Alan  Walker,  and  Joel  Maker,  along  with  a smattering 
of  collectors.  The  auction  started  at  10:00  and  ran  until  4:00  with  a half  hour 
break  for  an  excellent  catered  lunch.  The  prices  were  strong  with  the  ancient 
literature,  as  expected,  doing  well.  I fought  Arnie  on  a few  of  Edward  Newell’s 
fine  cloth  bound  early  Sothebys  catalogs  but  was  defeated  by  superior  resources. 

I did  manage  to  pick  up  few  items  and  did  better  when  the  U.S.  lots  came  up 
as  it  seemed  only  John,  Fred  and  I were  still  in  the  bidding.  Fred  and  I decided 
to  have  a light  dinner  and  after  a little  driving  on  the  beach  we  sat  on  our 
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veranda  at  the  hotel  and  watched  Mother  Nature’s  light  show.  We  do  have 
lightning  up  North  but  I thought  this  was  over  doing  it  just  a bit. 

Tuesday:  I thought  I had  started  to  pick  up  a cold  yesterday  and  waking 
up  confirmed  it.  We  checked  out,  stopped  at  Dennis  and  Desiree’s  to  pick  up 
our  lots,  packed  the  car  we  drove  across  the  state  to  Tampa  Airport,  where 
Fred  and  I said  our  farewells.  The  empty  suitcase  I had  the  foresight  to  bring 
this  year  proved  helpful  as  it  was  loaded  with  A.N.A.  ephemera  and  purchases. 
Another  uneventful  trip,  except  for  leaving  my  eardrums  somewhere  over 
Cleveland  (Important  safety  tip  - Do  NOT  fly  if  you  have  a cold)  got  me  home. 
It  was  not  the  best  A.N.A.  I had  ever  been  to  nor  was  it  the  worst.  The  "party 
line"  of  11,000  attendance  was  a bit  overstated  as  most  people  I talked  to 
estimated  7000-8000.  I had  much  more  free  time  this  year  and  was  able  to 
attend  everything  I wanted  to  without  worrying  about  the  constraints  of  running 
the  Theatre.  I am  already  looking  forward  to  a good  market,  good  attendance, 
and  a good  show  in  Baltimore  next  year.  See  you  in  ’93. 


PERIODICALS  WANTED  FOR  MY  LIBRARY 

Choice  & Desirable  Coins  #1  and  #2  (Bowers  & Hathaway) 

Coin  & Medal  Bulletin  (1916/17  and  New  Series  1920s  - Raymond) 
Coin  Topics  #14  (Raymond) 

The  Elder  Monthly,  The  Numismatic  Philistine,  and 
the  Elder  Magazine 

Flying  Eaglet:  Vol.  1 - all;  V2,  nos.  1,  3,  15,  17,  20,  22;  V3,  nos.  4-6; 
V4,  nos.  10-12 

Gobrecht  Journal  #3 

Kelly’s  Coin  & Chatter:  Miscellaneous  Issues 
Mehl  Numismatic  Monthly:  All  Issues 

Numismatic  Scrapbook:  July  1935;  Dec.  ’38;  Jan./Dec.  ’39;  Jan.  ’40; 

Jan./Dec.  ’46;  1947  - all;  Jan./Nov./Dec.  ”48;  Nov./Dec.  ’50 
Raymond:  Standard  Price  Lists,  Catalogues,  Monographs,  Premium  Lists 
Sound  Currency:  Any  Issue 

Michael  J.  Sullivan 

PO  Box  32131,  Cincinnati,  OH  45232 
(513)  533-3134 
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CATALOGS 


auction  catalogs,  price  lists 


PERIODICALS 

journals,  dealer  publications 
are  regularly  offered  in  our  catalogs. 


We  try  to  be  the  major  North  American  source  for  books  related  to  British 
numismatics.  We  have  also  begun  publishing  specialized  references.  Our 
update  and  reprint  of  Dalton  and  Hamer’s  reference  on  18th  Century  British 
trade  tokens  was  nominated  for  the  IA..P.N.  Book  of  the  Year  award. 

We  specialize  in  British  coins  and  tokens  and  ancient  Greek  and  Roman 
coins.  We  also  handle  books  related  to  ancient  coins  and  classical  European 
numismatics 

We  are  interested  in  purchasing  books,  catalogues  and  periodicals  related  to 
these  series. 

Our  coin  catalogues  discuss  the  background  and  history  of  the  coins  we  sell. 
Catalogues  are  available  for  $15  per  year  or  $2  for  a sample  copy 


cDavissoiis 

Ltd. 

Allan  and  Mamie  Davisson 
Cold  Spring,  MN  56320 
(612)  685-3835 
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The  Money  Tree 

1260  Smith  Court 
Rocky  River,  OH  44116 
Office:  (216)  333-3444 
Fax:  (216)  333-4463 


Instead  of 

"Buy  the  book,  before  you  buy  the  coin" 


Change  it  to 

"Contact  The  Money  Tree  before 
You  buy  the  book  before  you  buy  the  coin." 


The  Money  Tree 


Dealers  in  Important  and  Rare 
Numismatic  Literature 
We  Buy,  Sell,  and  Auction  Worthwhile 
Collections  and  Libraries 

Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe 
Members:  ANA,  NLG,  NBS,  ANS,  EAC 


Fall,  1992 


29 


WxWxWxWxWxttWxxWxWxWxWxX:^^ 


i.WWrtV.VrtV.VtVtVWtV.W.'.NVbVASV.W.WA-V-.V.VtVAVASWW.V.VIV.V 


8 f 


Numismatic  News  is  quality 
from  cover  to  cover 
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"NUMISMATIC  NEWS  tells  me  all  that  I need  to 
know  about  the  hobby  on  a timely  basis.  I look 
forward  to  reading  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  and  its 
sister  publications  from  cover  to  cover  over  the 
coming  year." 

Glen  Johnson,  Illinois 
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When  a publication  holds  your 
attention  from  the  first  page  to  the  last, 
you  know  you're  onto  something  good. 
That's  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  your 
complete  hobby  package. 

In  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  you  can 

count  on  the  latest  news  first;  the 
hobby's  most  respected  value  guide, 
"Coin  Market;"  the  field's  only  full- 
time Washington  Bureau  to  keep  you 
on  top  of  vital  Mint  news;  the  hobby's 
most  experienced  staff;  trustworthy 
advertisers  who  deliver  what  they 
promise;  and  the  coin  industry's  most 
complete  show  calendar.  Plus,  as  a 
special  bonus,  you'll  receive  a FREE 
classified  ad  every  week  as  a 
subscriber.  That's  a s260  yearly 
value  that  more  than  pays  for  your 
subscription  several  times  over. 
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numismatic  nCWS 

FEATURING  COIN  MARKET  ■ U^0  TV  W 


700  E.  State  Street, 
lola.  Wl  54990 


□ YES!  Sign  me  up  for  NUMISMATIC  NEWS!  □ Check  or  Money  order  i»nu™™kn««i 


20  issues. 


.just  s9fl 


? Payable  in  U.S.  funds.  Write  for  foreign  rates. 

i \ 

i Name 


\ Address. 


□ MasterCard  □ VISA 

Credit  Card  No. 

Expires;  Mo. 

Signature 


Yr. 


\ City. 


; State. 


Zip. 


Phone  No 

Mail  with  payment  to:  Numismatic  News.  Circulation  Dept 
700  E State  St.  Ida.  Wl  54990  GN8 
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FINE 

NUMISMATIC 

BOOKS 

ANY  LANGUAGE 
ANY  PERIOD 


ALWAYS  WANTED 


SPINK  & SON  LTD.  5,  6 & 7 KING  STREET,  ST  JAMES’S,  LONDON  SW1Y  6QS. 
TEL:  071-930  7888.  FAX:  071-839  4853.  TELEX:  916711. 

English  Paintings  and  Watercolours  ■ Silver,  Jewellery  and  Paperweights 
Oriental,  Asian  and  Islamic  Art  • Textiles  • Medals  • Coins  • Bullion  • Banknotes 


Now  Available 

American  Numismatic  Literature 

edited  by  Charles  Davis 

American  Numismatic  Literature  is  a compilation  of  extracts  from 
over  100  auction  sales  of  numismatic  literature  coupled  with  the  editor’s 
observations  as  to  numismatic  quality,  utility,  and  rarity.  Over  1,200  titles 
including  standard  references,  monographs,  periodicals,  and  sale  catalogues 
are  listed  and  evaluated  with  sidenotes  giving  observations  of  numismatic 
merit,  production  quality,  variants  or  bits  of  related  numismatic  lore.  For 
classic  catalogues,  we  have  reported  coins  depicted  on  photographic  plates. 

The  book  is  8V2X  11"  format,  230  pages  and  has  been  published  by 
Quarterman.  The  following  is  a sample  of  the  unsolicited  comments  from 
individuals  who  paid  full  price  for  their  books. 

"I  was  truly  impressed  by  the  depth  of  information  provided,  mostly 
importantly,  your  research  notes."  ...  Rick  Bagg 

"What  a great  work.  When  it  arrived,  I stopped  everything  and  spent  an 
hour  or  more  looking  through  it."  ...  Q.  David  Bowers 

"I  appreciate  the  marginal  notes.  They’re  priceless.  This  is  a book  I have 
needed  for  years,  though  I did  not  know  it.  The  information  is  more  than 
extremely  useful.  For  me,  it  is  indispensable."  ...  Michael  Hodder 

"I  congratulate  you  on  amassing  and  refining  numismatic  literature  into  a 
scholarly  and  fascinating  commentary,  a permanent  contribution  to 
numismatic  knowledge."  ...  Eric  Newman 

American  Numismatic  Literature  is  offered  only  by  the  undersigned. 

• Black  cloth,  500  copies  $85.00 

• Half  leather,  marbled  endpapers,  slightly  larger  paper,  bound  by 

Alan  Grace,  limited  to  35  numbered  copies  $225.00 

Charles  Davis 

P.O.  Box  547 
Wenham,  MA  01984 
Fax:  (508)  468-7893  Tel:  (508)  468-2933 
ANA  60027  ANS  NBS  NLG  EAC  142 


Two  Magnificent  Works  on  Chinese  Currency 

Ma  Fei  Hai,  General  Editor.  Encyclopedia  of  Chinese  Monetary  History, 
Volume  1:  From  the  Earliest  (period)  up  to  Qin  Shih  Huang  Ti  (206  BC). 
Shanghai:  Shanghai  People’s  Press,  1988.  In  Chinese.  1st  edition.  1181 
pages  including  illustrations  of  the  obverses  and  reverses  of  4343  ancient 
monies  (including  cash,  cowrie,  knife  and  spade),  4 superb  color  plates, 
translation  tables  of  Chinese  calligraphy  used  on  ancient  coins,  lists  of 
excavation  locations,  charts  of  metal  composition  and  weights,  rarity  guide 
and  index.  Folio.  Gold  silk,  top  cover  fully  embossed,  spine  and  top  cover 

gilt  lettered  on  black  labels.  Gold  and  black  illustrated  dust  jacket.  As  new. 
s $275.00 

A sumptous  production  and  the  most  comprehensive  illustrated  coverage  ever 
of  this  coinage.  Many  of  the  coins  are  virtually  unknown  outside  China. 

Ma  Fei  Hai,  General  Editor.  Encyclopedia  of  Chinese  Monetary  History, 
Volume  11:  Revolutionary  Period  People’s  Money  (1926-1949).  Shanghai: 
Shanghai  People’s  Press,  1989.  In  Chinese.  1st  edition.  647  pages  including 
illustrations  of  the  fronts  and  backs  of  1470  paper  money  notes  and  a few 
coins,  mostly  in  color,  4 color  maps,  3 of  which  are  fold-out,  indicating  the 
areas  of  paper  money  circulation  and  a rarity  guide.  Folio.  Gold  silk, 
decorated  to  match  volume  1.  As  new  $325.00 

Periods  covered  are:  1)  Republic  (inc  Northern  warlords ) 1926-1927.  2) 
Soviet  1927-1937.  3)  Japanese  War,  1937-1945.  4)  War  of  Liberation,  1945- 
1949.  The  most  comprehensive  illustrated  coverage  ever  of  the  notes  of  this 
period,  volume  11  was  actually  the  second  in  the  series.  Production  costs  for 
with  the  number  of  color  plates  would  be  prohibitive  in  this  country. 

Both  volumes  $550.  Please  call  or  fax  your  order  as  we  have  only  three 
sets  available.  Add  for  postage,  insurance  and  packaging:  Volume  1:  12  lbs, 
$15  (US)  or  $40  (overseas).  Volume  11,  8 lbs,  $15  (US)  or  $35  overseas. 

Available  properly  packaged  from: 

John  F.  Bergman 

4223  Iroquois  Ave. 

Lakewood,  CA  90713  USA 

Tel:  (310)  421-0171  Fax:  (310)  421-2208 


